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In This Issue 
• Around Town With Gary 

• Chaplain’s Corner 

• Ladies Auxiliary 

• Knight of the Month 

• Membership Promotion 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Monday Weekly Rosary 
Saturday Weekly Communion 

SPCR 

2nd & 4th Sunday Communion 

SJN 

 

November 

 

11/09 Membership Mtg SPCR 

11/15 McGivney Celebration 
Mass 8:00 am- SPCR 

 

December 

12/06 Keep Christ in 

Christmas poster 

contest 

12/07 Ladies Auxiliary 

12/07 Officers’ Mtg.-SPCR 

12/14 Membership Mtg-SPCR 

 

January 

01/04 Ladies Auxiliary 

01/04 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

01/11 Membership Mtg -TBD 

 

February 

02/01 Ladies Auxiliary 

02/01 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

02/08 Membership Mtg -TBD 
 

 

New Degree Schedule 

1st, 2nd, 3rd Degree virtual 
dates available on demand 

 

 

 AROUND TOWN WITH GARY 

Brother Knights, 

Last month I wrote that we were in the final stretch of our political 

circus.  So far it seems to be an ongoing story that continues to have 

legs.  Let’s pray that when the dust settles, and it will, that our 

leaders will find some common ground to build upon.   

On October 31, our founder Fr. Michael J. McGivney was beatified at the Cathedral of 

St. Joseph in Hartford CT, a process that began with a Cause for Canonization in 

December 1997.  To honor the memory of Blessed Fr. Michael J. McGivney and 

celebrate the event, our Council will hold a Mass of Celebration on November 15 at St. 

Patrick Crane Road Church at 8:00 am.  This is an open Mass and all are invited.  

Unfortunately due to Covid restrictions, our celebration is limited to the Mass.  We will 

not be able to gather after Mass, so we will save the gathering for a more suitable 

future date. 

Over the past couple of months we have promoted the on-line Seminar “Don’t Worry 

Retire Happy” by award winning author/speaker Tom Hegna.   I hope you had the 

opportunity to attend and found it to be worthwhile.  If you have any questions, our 

Field Agent will attend our Council meeting to help answer any questions.  In order for 

the Council to receive credit for hosting this event, please remember to complete the 

seminar survey at the following link:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Z3C8HGL. 

Even during these social distance/quarantine or other restrictions, we continue be 

active especially helping with the Communion Services at both St. John Neumann and 

St. Patrick and are always looking for additional help for these and other activities.   

Continue to check our “Upcoming Events” column in the blue ribbon on this page for 

events.  Updates will be posted to our activity page on our website so be sure to check 

it regularly.   

Be safe!  Check on your brother Knights and neighbors, even if only to say “hi”.   

Our Council meetings will continue to be held at SPCR Dempsey Hall with virtual option.  

We hope to see you either at Dempsey Hall or on-line Monday November 9 at 7:00 

pm. 

Vivat Jesus, 

Grand Knight Gary 

 

 

 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Z3C8HGL
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11/7 Virtual 4th Degree 

Exemplification 
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Director 
 

Jim 
McNamara 
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Rasmussen 

 

Family 
Directors 

 

Eric 
Vonderhaar, 
Chris Barone 
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Jason 
O’Sullivan, 

Chris Barone 
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Life Director 
 

Fred Karl 

 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER     by Fr. John Kladar 

 

Beatification of Fr. Michael McGivney 

The Knights of Columbus were founded in 1882, just 12 years after 

the civil war, in New Haven, Connecticut.  Father McGivney with a 

small group of the local Catholic men formed this group. Its purpose 

was to bring the local Catholic men closer together to support one 

another and help support families who had lost their father.  He was 

only 29 at the time and had been a priest for only five years. Though 

ordained for only a short time, looking at his life shows why he cared 

about these matters.  

Michael McGivney was born in 1852; he was the oldest in a family of hardworking Irish 

immigrants, simple people. Then again, any family with 13 children will have their 

financial resources stretched.  He decided he wanted to be a priest, but a few years 

into seminary, he returned home.  His father died in 1873, and he returned home to 

help raise his siblings.  He later returned to seminary and was ordained in 1877, but 

those years supporting his family began his zeal for caring for those in need.  During 

the beatification, the papal representative for the liturgy, Cardinal Joseph Tobin of 

Newark, New Jersey, remarked in his homily:  “In Blessed Michael we are reminded 

that life is not transactional, but a gift to be shared.  We appreciate that true worship, 

right fasting, is always centered on a right relationship with God and others, 

particularly those on the margins of society.  And Christian unity is more than a simple 

adherence to a common belief.  We accept that like him, God calls each one of us in 

our own day, and our own way, to be vessels of mercy, and so enter into our heavenly 

inheritance.” 

Today we continue the work he started, not just a couple dozen men but two million 

strong.  We live our lives knowing that the Holy Spirit has work for each of us, which 

only we can do for our community.  To look after those in need of help, not only 

financially but also emotionally and spiritually.  We do this by living out our universal 

call to holiness, recognizing that no matter who we are or where we are in life, the 

Lord calls us to be saints.  God has given each of us gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

On November 15th, the 8 AM mass at St. Patrick’s out at Crane Rd. will be a mass in 

celebration of Michael McGivney’s Beatification. If you cannot join us in person, it will 

also be live-streamed on St. Patrick’s Facebook and YouTube page. Let us come 

together as Knights to honor him and ask for his intercession to help us carry out his 

mission in our St. Charles Community. 

 

God Bless, 

Fr. John Kladar 

 

 

  

 

An updated list of still-planned council activities is included toward the end 

of this Unitas issue. 

 

 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gk@kofc12497.com
mailto:dgk@kofc12497.com
mailto:dgk@kofc12497.com
mailto:Gregory.Paul@KOFC.ORG
mailto:james_mcnamara@sbcglobal.net
mailto:james_mcnamara@sbcglobal.net
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LADIES AUXILIARY REPORT 
 

If you made a list of all the things you could be thankful 

for, the list would undoubtedly be longer than your 

misfortunes. It is not what we say about our blessings, 
but how we use them, that is the true measure of our 

Thanksgiving. 

 

“Remember the past with gratitude. Live the present with 

Enthusiasm. Look forward to the future with confidence.” 

- St. John Paul II 

 

God bless all of you and yours during this blessed Thanksgiving season! 

****************************************************************************************** 

Report - DINE-TO-DONATE – 

SPECIAL EVENT AT VILLAGE TAVERN & GRILL – OCTOBER 15 
 

Thanks for all who participated in this special event. 

Your help enables us to continue our many charitable endeavors. 

 
Our next Dine-to-Donate is Thursday, November 12. 

Dine – Enjoy – and Help the Ladies Auxiliary. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fall Mum Sale - Thanks again to everyone who made our Fall Mum 

Sale such a success.  The committee worked hard and fast to get things 

organized and finalized in a matter of weeks to allow us to contribute 

monies to share equally with St. Patrick Church /  
St. John Neumann Church / Knights of Columbus #12497 and the 

Ladies Auxiliary.  President Caroline Ehmann is seen here presenting 

Monsignor with one of the much-appreciated checks that have all been 

distributed. 
 

 

 

 
October LAX Meeting – We held a very interesting October meeting – ½ in the Father Carse Center and ½ on 

Virtual Google Meet.  Those members in attendance brought many food stuffs for our St. Vincent DePaul Food Pantry 

to share for Thanksgiving.  We also prepared 8 Tie Blankets for Corbella Clinic as we have done for years in the past.  

We felt that no matter all the Covid issues, we wanted to make sure that we were able to get these blankets done 
and presented to Corbella.  Members stayed after the meeting to put them together. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Donna Fike, Ladies Auxiliary Vice-President  see our website at www.ladiesaux12497.org  

VILLAGE TAVERN & GRILL 
Home of “World Famous” Chicken Fingers 

464 Redington Dr. ● South Elgin, 60177 

(224) 535-8440 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
http://www.ladiesaux12497.org/
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FR. MICHAEL MCGIVNEY BEATIFICATION CELEBRATION MASS 
SUNDAY NOV. 15 
 

Our Council will hold a celebration Mass Sunday November 15, 8:00 AM St. Patrick Crane Road Church.  This is a call 

to all Knights, family and friends to join in the celebratory Mass.  Show your support, wear your Council logo 
shirt and invite your neighbors.  Blessed Fr. McGivney was beatified on Saturday October 31.  For information or to 

view videos of the events go to: kofc.org/beatification 

 

 

ROSARY - JOIN US EVERY MONDAY AT 6:15 
 

Thanks to Financial Secretary / Past Grand Knight Bill Roth for initiating a weekly 

Rosary during the pandemic. We will continue to hold a virtual weekly Rosary.  
Consider setting aside 20 minutes to pray with fellow Knights and Ladies Auxiliary 

members.   

Please join us every Monday’s at 6:15.  Watch for the video link / call-in info in 

Flocknotes.  (Note: we are not including the call-in number or link here, for security 

reasons since this newsletter is posted to our website and viewable by anyone). 

 

 

 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR FIELD AGENT GREG PAUL ON HIS 

RETIREMENT 
 

Join us in wishing our Field Agent Greg Paul well on his retirement effective October 31st.   Greg has been a Knight, 

member our Council and field agent since April 2012.  Greg and his wife will continue to reside in St. Charles and 

remain St. Patrick parishioners.  He will be helping with his wife’s Personal Concierge Service and occasionally trying 
his hand with the market.  Thank you Greg for all your support and helping our Council family with our financial 

planning needs.  Good luck to you and your family in your retirement. 

 

 

LAST CALL FOR VOCATION RAFFLE TICKETS! 
 

Return your Vocation Raffle tickets this month or better yet, bring them to our Council meeting November 9 at  

7:00 pm at St. Patrick Crane Road Dempsey Hall.   Our Vocation Raffle period is nearing the end.  To be eligible for 

the $10,000 Grand Prize, return your ticket stubs now.   
 

Remember, 60% of the proceeds are returned to our Council to support our seminarians.  Annually, we have 

supported up to 5 seminarians.  Many of our current priests have been recipients of our Vocation Funding efforts.  

Your support is needed to insure we can continue to support our seminarians. 
 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
https://bit.ly/31W9xPn
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MEMBERSHIP PROMOTION FOR NEW MEMBERS 
 

 

 

To celebrate the Oct 31 Beatification of Fr. Michael 
J. McGivney, the Knights of Columbus is extending 

the free membership through December 31 with 

the promo code MCGIVNEY2020.  What a great 

opportunity to invite a Catholic man to join the 
Knights.  Is there someone out there that is 

interested in an organization whose first principal is 

Charity?  Contact our Membership Chair Marty 

Kleker at klekerm@yahoo.com or Gary Stopka at 
gjstopka@yahoo.com for more information. 

 

When applying on-line, the website to visit is 

kofc.org/joinus.  
Type in the promo code MCGIVNEY2020 (and if 

asked, include our council #12497). 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

OUTDOOR PARISH COMMUNION SERVICE AT ST. PATRICK AND 
ST. JOHN NEUMANN 
 

In case you are wondering……a few of our Knights have been actively assisting with the Outdoor Communion 

Services; weekly Saturday at St. Pat’s, and the 2nd & 4th Sunday at St. John Neumann.  Our Pastors, Msgr. Deutsch 
and Fr. Peck have asked our Council to assist at Service.  Whether it’s directing socially distanced parking or handing 

out bulletins, our Knights have answered the call.   Thanks to the guys who have been there to answer the need - 

see photos below. 

 
But, we could use a few additional guys to help out.  It only takes an hour and it’s not difficult or strenuous work and 

it’s great to be out in the fresh air.  Can you volunteer an hour once or twice a month?  Your help would be very 

much appreciated.  If you have any questions, contact Gary at GK@kofc12497.com. 

 
  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:klekerm@yahoo.com
mailto:gjstopka@yahoo.com
http://kofc.org/joinus
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COUNCIL KNIGHT OF THE MONTH OCTOBER 2020 
 

 

 

Congratulations to Knight Bill Hinckley our October 2020 Knight of the Month.  
Bill joined our Council at the 2019 Knight Before Christmas event.  Since 

joining Bill has been a regular at Council meetings and events.  This past 

month, he was a frequent volunteer to our Tootsie Roll campaign, 

volunteering for multiple shifts on multiple days in good and not-so-good 
weather.  Thank you Bill!  Please congratulate Bill and thank him for his 

support. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

CHARITY AMBASSADOR NEEDED 
 

The State Council has mandated that Councils appoint a Charity Ambassador.  Charity is the first principal of the 

Knights, and our Council has actively supported and encouraged participation each of the State charitable programs 
(Neumann, General Assistance (GAC), Vocations, Pro-life and Intellectual Disabilities).  The Charity Ambassador’s 

duties are to track the Council’s progress towards the State goal and report to the Council that progress.   If you 

are interested or would like additional information please contact GK Gary. 

 
 

SEEKING HELP - WEBSITE ADMIN, FACEBOOK ADMIN 
 

Do you have skills / interests in maintaining websites and/or managing a Facebook page for groups?  If so, our 
council could use your help!  We are seeking someone to assist with management of our website, kofc12497.com, a 

WordPress-based website.  More details can be provided to anyone who inquires.  We need to keep our website 

current and useful - please consider serving your council with your talents in this area. 

 
Also, our council is considering creating a Facebook page, to increase outreach and visibility.  Supreme and State 

both have pages, as well as both of our parishes.  This will require at least two brother Knights to administer and 

monitor the page, if we are to proceed.  Some research has already been done and can be shared. 

 
If you would like to discuss helping with either of these areas, please contact the Unitas editor at 

unitas12497@sbcglobal.net.   For all readers: check out the following Facebook page links:  Supreme, Illinois State 

Council, St. Patrick, and St. John Neumann.  

 
  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
http://kofc12497.com/
mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
https://www.facebook.com/KnightsofColumbus
https://www.facebook.com/ILKofC/
https://www.facebook.com/ILKofC/
https://www.facebook.com/stpatrickparishstcharles/
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnneumann
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COUNCIL PLANNED EVENTS 
 

Following are currently planned Council events, to assist you in scheduling time on your calendar to participate. 

  
 

Date Category Event 

November Faith  Weekly Rosary 

November (weekly) Faith  (weekly) Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

8-Nov-20 Faith  SJN Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

9-Nov-20 Council Regular Membership Meeting 

15-Nov-20 Faith  Blessed Fr. McGivney Celebration Mass 

17-Nov-20 Assembly Assembly Meeting  

22-Nov-20 Faith  SJN Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

Ongoing Community Operation Brighten Someone's Day 

December Faith  Weekly Rosary 

December (weekly) Faith  (weekly) Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

6-Dec-20 Family Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest 

7-Dec-20 Council Officers Business Meeting 

13-Dec-20 Faith  SJN Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

14-Dec-20 Council Council Social Christmas Party 

15-Dec-20 Assembly Assembly Meeting  

12/21/2020 (tent) Community Loaves & Fishes Community Dinner 

22-Dec-20 Faith  SJN Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

January Faith  Weekly Rosary 

Jan (2nd/4th Sun) Faith  SJN Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

January (weekly) Faith  (weekly) Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

4-Jan-21 Council Officers Business Meeting 

11-Jan-21 Council Regular Membership Meeting 

1/15-17/2020 Faith  Bellarmine Retreat 

Jan/Feb (tent) Community Spelling Bee 

TBD Council Locker Cleanout 

February Faith  Weekly Rosary 

Feb (2nd/4th Sun) Faith  SJN Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

February (weekly) Faith  (weekly) Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

1-Feb-21 Council Officers Business Meeting 

8-Feb-21 Council Regular Membership Meeting 

26-Feb-21 Community Saturday Pie Sales After Masses -  

27-Feb-21 Community Sunday Pie Sales After Masses - 

March Faith  Weekly Rosary 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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1-Mar-21 Council Officers Business Meeting 

8-Mar-21 Council Regular Membership Meeting 

7-Mar-21 Community Sunday Pie Sales After Masses - 

12-Mar-21 Community 01 - Pie Production Set UP  

13-Mar-21 Community Pies By The Guys 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS  
 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Any Knight can sponsor our newsletter for $100 per year.  Proceeds go toward our Council’s charitable works.  
Contact the Unitas editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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PHOTO ALBUM   
 

A big thank you to all who contribute photos for Unitas - it makes the publication much more interesting! 

 

 
 

Outdoor communion Mass at St. Pat’s, 

With brother Knights assisting 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
And our brother Knights also taking care of the pro-Life crosses removal 

 

 
 

 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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